Woodlands Newsletter
At Woodlands we aim to become an outstanding school by inspiring and challenging our
pupils so that they achieve well and are able to enjoy successful and happy futures
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A Message from our Head Teacher…
Dear Parents, Carers and Students,
As we approach Christmas I would like to reflect on some of the successes of this term. The
year started extremely well as we welcomed all our students for my first year as their Head
Teacher. Year 7 settled well into their new school and I have been delighted to see their
confidence and enthusiasm for learning. Year 11 have just taken their first Mock exams for
the year and await their results during the first week back after the Christmas holiday. They
know there is much work to be done before they can reach their potential in June, but they
have shown diligence and determination in their studies which will help them a great deal in the next few months.
All our students have continued to make excellent progress in a number of areas and continue to show respect, resilience and
responsibility across the school. There have been an extensive range of extracurricular events which highlights the willingness of
students to get involved and staff being prepared to go the extra mile in organising such a wide range of activities. We look forward to
the new term and the amazing Rock Challenge that is always a highlight of the year!
We say farewell to three members of staff at the end of this term. Mrs Anna Thomas has decided to step down from her Teaching
Assistant role to spend more time with her family. Mr Piggott, who has been teaching within the Maths department over the last two
years, will be leaving to pursue other teaching opportunities. Miss Olschner, who has been our Assistant Head Teacher for the last 18
months, will be moving to Bristol in January to begin a new role working for an academy trust. We wish them all the very best and thank
them so much for their time and commitment to Woodlands and our students.
I am delighted to say that we have recruited a new Lead Teacher of ICT, Mr Eason, who will start with us in January. Mr Eason is an
experienced and successful Head of ICT who has worked at The Romsey School for a number of years.
I hope you will enjoy this newsletter with examples of all the amazing things that have happened at Woodlands this term.
May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support of the school this term and wish you a happy and special
Christmas holiday and New Year.
Best wishes,
Jim Henderson

Upcoming Diary Dates

Respect

This half term, as a school
community we raised
£163.68 for Children in
Need by having a nonuniform day.

January

7th

First Day Back - Spring Term
At 8:30am

January

10th

Year 11 Parents’ Evening
From 5:00pm to 7:30pm

Resilience

January

17th

Year 10 Parents’ Evening
From 5:00pm to 7:30pm

January

18th

INSET Day

February

7th

Year 9 Parents’ Evening (Options)
From 5:00pm to 7:00pm

Responsibility

As well as this we wore
odd socks in awareness
for Anti-bullying week.
Woodlands also did
Save the Children
proud when staff and
students had a Christmas themed non-uniform day on
Friday, 14th December. We are still adding up the total
amount raised as this goes to print.
Thank you to
everyone who
supported these
events.

February

18th

Half Term
From Mon 18th to Fri 22nd Feb

#GREATERWoodlands

Woodlands Community College

Woodlands Student Council 2018-2019

Head Teacher’s Award
Congratulations to our highest stamp earners who had a hot chocolate celebration
with our Head Teacher, Mr Henderson, and Mabel our school dog.

Year 7: Ellaha Hosiny, Keanu Mataka
and Sol Mazi

Year 8: Katie Brading, Lewis Moore,
and Jake Squires

Year 9: Thomas Bate, Ella Harvey
and Connie Jones

Year 10: Lauren Black and
Kally Reed

Year 11: Alex O’Driscoll and
Demi Vine

Celebrating Students’ Achievements

Inclusion
News

Photos of Curtis Strugnell at the recent Matt Fiddes British
Championships held on Saturday, 10th November 2018.
Well done Curtis!

Our Key Stage 3 inclusion students are currently working really
hard on a nail and string project.
Watch this space for the finished items.

English News

Year 7 are greatly enjoying their study of ‘The Speckled Band’ by Conan Doyle. They are starting to unravel the
murder mystery as they follow Sherlock Holmes through his investigation. The students have written an analysis
of the characterisation of Holmes and Helen Stoner at the start of the story and have then produced their own
piece of creative writing; replacing Helen Stoner with their own character who has come to Holmes and Watson
for help.
This half term Year 8 have been engaging in a film study unit, based around the Oscar winning Tom
Hanks film ‘Captain Phillips’. The unit is entitled ‘Whose Hero?’ and it focuses on the dual narrative
surrounding the two main characters. Students have explored how the audience reacts to these
characters and how they develop their relationship with the protagonists. Pupils have written a
summary of differences between characters and an analysis of aspects of the film’s structure. Overall,
students have enjoyed their first foray into the world of film studies and the skills are readily
transferable to the analysis of literature.

Year 9 have started their GCSE English Literature by studying Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ and some of the
poems from their ‘Power and Conflict’ anthology. Through close annotation of extracts, they have
developed an understanding of the key characters and language techniques, as well as awareness of some
of the main themes. Class work is showing that knowledge of the plot is secure, based on their work in the
first half term. Students have also been attempting exam-style questions in order to get them used to how
to approach their Language and Literature examinations. By the end of term, all Year 9 students should have
studied over half of the complete play, which they will return to in Years 10 and 11.

Woodlands Contact Details
Parents can contact the Year Leader or Assistant Year Leader if you have any concerns, queries or issues
with your child’s education.
Assistant Year Leaders are members of staff without teaching commitments and they are therefore
available for phone contact. Should they not be available, please do leave a message with your contact
details and they will respond to you at the earliest opportunity.

Name

Title

Telephone Number

Mr S. Crowe

Year 7

(023) 8047 5968 or

Year Leader

(023) 8046 3303 Option 1

Year 8

(023) 8047 5968 or

Year Leader

(023) 8046 3303 Option 1

Years 7 & 8

(023) 8047 5968 or

Assistant Year Leader

(023) 8046 3303 Option 1

Year 9

(023) 8047 5978 or

Year Leader

(023) 8046 3303 Option 2

Year 9

(023) 8047 5978 or

Assistant Year Leader

(023) 8046 3303 Option 2

Year 10

(023) 8047 5953 or

Year Leader

(023) 8046 3303 Option 3

Year 11

(023) 8047 5953 or

Year Leader

(023) 8046 3303 Option 3

Years 10 & 11

(023) 8047 5953 or

Assistant Year Leader

(023) 8046 3303 Option 3

Mr J. Allmark

Mrs X. Hookings

Miss P. Patel

Mrs W. Francis

Mrs H. Strange

Mrs M. Pearce

Mrs A. Sharples

Email Address
simon.crowe@woodlands.southampton.sch.uk

jason.allmark@woodlands.southampton.sch.uk

xandra.hookings@woodlands.southampton.sch.uk

priyani.patel@woodlands.southampton.sch.uk

wendy.francis@woodlands.southampton.sch.uk

holly.strange@woodlands.southampton.sch.uk

michelle.pearce@woodlands.southampton.sch.uk

allison.sharples@woodlands.southampton.sch.uk

Year 10 News
Lost
Property

It has been a busy half term for Year 10.
There have been a variety of different
activities taking place which have seen a
number of students in the year group
getting involved and supporting the
school.
At the start of November, the whole of
Year 10 were involved in a number of
workshops run by Barclays Life Skills;
these sessions allowed students to think
about life after Woodlands and potential
career directions. The students were all
fully engaged and it really made them
think about their future!
Mrs Strange has been really impressed by the participation of
Year 10s in Rock Challenge this year. “It is encouraging to see so
many students wanting to get stuck in; well done all!
I look forward to seeing what 2019 holds for the year group and
wish them all a wonderful break.”

Please remember to label your child's school uniform. We
currently have a large amount of lost property which cannot be
reunited with their
owner as they have
no name to
identify them.
If you think your
child may have lost
some clothing in
school then please
speak to
Reception.

Rotary Shoebox Appeal 2018
Chris Lait from Rotary Club of Southampton Magna sent us a thank
you letter following our participation in their recent Shoebox Appeal.
“Dear staff and pupils of Woodlands,
All the shoeboxes are in the process of being sent off ready for
Christmas, so a big “Thank You” for supporting us this year with our
“Shoebox Collection” scheme. I know that it is greatly appreciated by
the children who will receive the presents.
With your help our club has managed to collect an amazing 1,500
shoe boxes which is more than last year. In our Rotary District we
have collected 26,491 boxes this year which are being sent to Albania, Montenegro, Moldova, Romania and the Philippines. The
distribution is undertaken by the local Rotary Clubs and contacts in those areas and sent to schools and other organisations such as
orphanages, etc. In this way, we can be assured that the boxes get to the right children.
Thank you once again for your support of this very worthy cause and I hope that you will continue to support us next year.”

**Attention Year 11**
College Open Days - Spring Term
Bitterne Park: 1 Copsewood Road, Bitterne Park, Southampton, SO18 1BU.
(023) 8032 5200
Thursday, 31st January 2019, 5:30pm – 7:30pm

Sparsholt: Westley Lane, Sparsholt, Hampshire, SO21 2NF. 01962 776441
Saturday, 2nd February 2019, 10:00am – 2:00pm
Saturday, 9th March 2019, 10:00am – 2:00pm
Wednesday, 3rd April 2019, 4:00pm – 7:00pm

Eco Zone

Exam Invigilators
We are looking to add to our
excellent team of Examination
Invigilators to work at Woodlands
Community College on a casual basis during term time.
You will be required to invigilate both internal and external

examinations under the direction of the school’s Examinations
Officer.
Experience is not necessary as full training will be provided.
As many as 1,000,000 sea
creatures are killed every
year from single-use
plastic bags and other
plastic rubbish that ends
up in the ocean.

Salary will be £9.63 per hour.

If you are interested in supporting us in this essential role
please contact
Mrs L Hamilton, Examinations Officer, using the details below:
E-mail: Lisa.Hamilton@woodlands.southampton.sch.uk
Telephone: 02380 463303

To keep up with all the latest information and news from Woodlands Community College
PLEASE…

Woodlands Community College

#GREATERWoodlands

Resilience

Responsibility

For more information please contact
info@woodlands.southampton.sch.uk
with the heading “Parents’ Forum”

Woodlands Community College, Minstead Avenue, Harefield,
Southampton SO18 5FW

From 5:00pm to 6:00pm

Wednesday, 1st May 2019

Wednesday, 30th January 2019

 Give us your views on the direction of the school.

 Find out about the latest developments

 An excellent opportunity for parents to come in to the school

Parents’ Forum

Respect

Year 11 News

It has been a tough term for the Year 11 students.
The first sets of mock exams are completed and students will receive their results on Tuesday, 8 th January 2019.
Our shared vision for the year is about how we achieve success in those all-important summer exams and how small efforts repeated
daily is what they need to be doing to make the marginal gains needed. When we return in January it will be full steam ahead into the
next set of mock exams which will be longer and more challenging for the students, allowing them to get a real feel of what they will
experience in the summer. We know that this is going to be really tough for students and mentors will be available to support the
students though these pressurised times. It is crucial that Year 11 use the Christmas holidays to take a break and rest and recuperate
but also to continue with revision.
This half term the Year 11 stars have been…
Hannah Harbour
Taliya Harfield
Leah Moore
The top stamp earners this term have been Alex O’Driscoll and Demi Vine and they were both invited to a
reward with Mr Henderson. We look forward to celebrating lots more successes in the reward assembly.
The prom has been booked for Friday, 28th June 2019 at East Horton Golf Club and the prom committee have been out to visit the
venue and are now are hard at work planning on how to decorate the venue.
The students have now had assemblies from all the local colleges as well as from other organisations offering post-16 opportunities.
Every Year 11 student should now have completed applications for their post-16 choices. If your child has not done this please ensure
you let either Mrs Pearce or their mentor know as soon as possible to ensure they do not miss out on getting onto the courses or
training they want.
The students have also had a visit from the National Citizen Service (NCS) regarding a 4 week summer experience for only £50.00. If
your child is interested in attending this programme but you are worried about the cost, the Rotary Club have generously offered to
fund 4 places for Woodlands students. Please email Mrs Pearce if you would like to book your child one of these free places.

By participating in NCS, young people will:

Take on new challenges and learn new skills

Make a positive contribution to the local community

Develop confidence and self-esteem

Engage in volunteering opportunities

Develop their CVs

Phase 1 – Adventure
An exciting residential week packed full of team challenges and outdoor adventures, including rock climbing, kayaking, archery and
abseiling. This week enables young people to set the foundations for the rest of the programme supporting them to work positively
together and develop communication and team work skills.

Phase 2 – Discovery
A residential week in a uni-style environment where young people develop life skills like confidence, leadership and communication.
Young people also have the opportunity to gain an increased understanding of their community and to gain work experience through
volunteering

Phases 3 and 4 – Social Action
All the fun and inspiration from the first two phases means young people are ready to step up and plan and deliver their very own
social action project.

Graduation
Young people are invited to attend the Graduation along with their parents/carers to celebrate their hard work and commitment to
the programme.

Dance News
It has been a been a busy term in the Dance department with Year 7 composing their
friendship and rivalry whole class dances ready for their first assessment and Year 8 classes
all creating horror themed dances. The Years 9s have studied Jazz, Urban and Contemporary
dance styles over the past term and these will cumulate in their final assessment
performances with the theme of Rivals.
In the one year dance option students are just putting the finishing touches to their
presentations on Component 1 and there have been some wonderful Prezi presentations,
demonstrating everything they have learnt so far this year.
Year 11 dance students have just completed Component 2 and performed some wonderful pieces of repertoire taken from “All that
Jazz” and “Thriller”. They looked great in their costumes under the lights and have hopefully gained the confidence to now build on
this ready for the final practical exam which they will begin working on in January.
The Rock Challenge team are well underway creating their entry for this year’s entry.
The theme is “Pandora’s Box” and students have been exploring the concept that
Pandora’s Box is a metaphor for the mind and that all the badness inside is released
once Pandora steps out of childhood into her teenage years. The stage crew this year
have a far more interactive role in the piece and are already well-rehearsed in the
movement of the set pieces during the dance.
A huge thank you to Simon Sharples for his support in building the set and also to Ridon
Glass for their generous donation which allowed us to purchase the necessary
materials.
This year’s competition takes place at Southampton Guildhall on Wednesday, 6th March
2019. Tickets will be available from our reception in January for £15.75 each. Tickets are
limited and will be first come first served so please do ensure you get these as soon as
possible to avoid disappointment.
After the Christmas holidays Rock Challenge rehearsals will be on a Monday and a Wednesday after school until 4:30pm. Year 11
students should attend on the Monday after their mentoring session. Students will be provided with a rehearsal timetable indicating
which sessions they are required to attend in the first session on Wednesday, 9th January 2019.

Woodlands Community
Champion
It has been yet another successful term for Mr Ketteringham the Saints Community
Champion at Woodlands Community College. From the start of term through until the
end, there have been a range of opportunities delivered during and after the school day.
These opportunities have ranged from Reading/Games clubs through to mentoring
sessions and after school futsal sessions. These opportunities have been well attended
by students, engaging with the Community Champion in a very positive manner.
There have also been an abundance of trips to St. Mary’s Stadium,
resulting from the hard work of the students involved within the
various Saints Foundation Projects. Amongst these, the Saints
Foundation has partnered up with the Big Issue to allow students to
produce and publish stories in their very own ‘student edition big issue’.
This has seen two of our students working towards content for this,
accompanied by a number of trips to the stadium. We also had a group
of students recently compete in the Premier League Enterprise
Challenge which saw them present their idea in front of six other
secondary schools and a well-established judging panel, something they
had been working with the Community Champion on through weekly
sessions.
Students continue to access unique opportunities through this Saints
Foundation programme, and with the use of their full time Community
Champion who works closely with them to help and support them to
reach their potential.

Science News
Once again it has been a very busy and productive half term in Science!
In preparation for the mock exams, Year 11 students were given the experience of a ‘walking
talking mock’ where we literally walked them through a science exam paper. We broke down
the questions to highlight the command words and pick out the keywords so they could
improve their understanding of what the question was asking with the aim to achieve maximum points. They had a go at the question
themselves and then we showed a model answer. Feedback from students showed that this was helpful and that it increased their
confidence for the mock exams they sat later in November.
The Science department are really excited to be once again using the LifeLab facilities at Southampton General Hospital as part of our
Year 8 programme of study. Particularly exciting this year is that we are involved in an actual scientific study where one of our Year 8
classes will be subject to a new study programme LifeLab have developed. They have already had a visit from the LifeLab staff where
they were measured and given activity trackers for 1 week to wear. Early next year this Year 8 class will visit LifeLab and complete the
day of activities. The Lifelab staff will be back later in the year to re-measure and track activity to see if the experience has made any
changes to our students. The rest of the year group will visit Lifelab later in the year so everyone will have this amazing opportunity.
We are also excited to launch our new Working Scientifically Certificates to our Year 7 and 8 classes. We are passionate that all our
students become great scientists and to do this they need to have the opportunity to embed key skills of a scientist. At the end of each
topic taught, students conduct a full investigation. This gives them the opportunity to reinforce key concepts from the topic whilst fine
tuning their working scientifically skills. This includes planning their investigation; coming up with a scientific question to test;
identifying the key variables and making a prediction; carrying out the experiment and collecting data; analysing the data using
statistics and graphs; and then finally evaluating the quality of their data. Each time they demonstrate one of these skills their skills
sheet will be signed off and then over the course of Year 7 and 8 they will be awarded their bronze, silver and then gold certificates to
show their achievement.
We have a new homework system in place for all years, “Educake”. This is an online homework system where your child logs into
Educake and completes the questions set for them by their teacher. The questions relate to the work they are doing in class to help
consolidate their knowledge and included on the homework are links where students can read up on the key ideas or watch selected
revision videos that will help them to answer the questions. The new system also encourages independent study as students are able to
pick their own questions to answer, essential for our GCSE students who can use these questions to apply the concepts they are
revising! For Years 7, 8 and 9 homework is set each Monday and due in the following Monday. For Years 10 and 11 homework is set
each Wednesday and due in the following Wednesday. Educake can be accessed on computers, tablets and smart phones but if you do
not have access, students are able to use the school computers during break, lunch or during homework club after school.
The current Educake top scorers in each year group are as follows;

Year 7 – Demi-Lee Looker
Year 8 – Yoana Yordanova
Year 9 – Carrie Morton
Year 10 – Jake Curtis
Year 11 – Eryn Kenny
Each of these students have answered between 100 and 600 questions in addition to those set by the teacher, an outstanding effort
showing a fantastic attitude to learning!

**Attention Parents**
Would you like the opportunity to join our Governing Body?
A vacancy has arisen for a Parent Governor on our Governing Body at Woodlands. The
Governing Body is responsible for both the conduct of the school and for promoting high
standards. It plays an extremely important role in helping to raise the standards within the
school.
Governors do not need to be experts in the field of education. What they do need is an interest
in the school and in the welfare of the children within the school. They also need the time and willingness to get involved. You will be
expected to attend one meeting per half term. These are usually held on a Wednesday evening from 6:00pm onwards. Governors also
need what is known as ‘soft skills’; the ability to be able to build relationships with a range of people, to be able to work as part of a
team, to be able to question, and to make connections between different types of information. All Governors are expected to be able
to read straightforward budget reports and data on school standards. Training in all aspects of the role will be given.
If you would like to find out more about how you can contribute to the governance at our school, then please email
jenny.edwards@woodlands.southampton.sch.uk with your contact details and she will pass on your details to the Chair who will then
arrange a time for a conversation.

Library News

It’s been a very busy and productive term in the library, with our new Year 7s settling in well and becoming more and more
enthusiastic about reading. We have seen some great reading results and achievements in each of the Key Stage 3 year groups and
have much to celebrate in the Reward Assemblies. Look out for certificates and postcards coming home in the last week of term.

Nearly 2,000 quizzes have been taken this term, which equates to over 35 million words!
Word Millionaires
Congratulations to our Word Millionaires so far this year;

Pictured left from left to right:

Yanis Belhous
Yoana Yordanova
Ellaha Hosiny
Pictured right:

Alexandru Zaroschi

Student Librarian Team
I would like to extend huge thanks to our student librarian team. They have worked so hard this term to help keep the library running
smoothly, in order that we can offer an effective service to students and staff. They are a real credit to themselves and to our school.
Our current team:

Library Prefect –

Melody Islam

Library Mentors –

Abdul Mutasim, Luke Webster and
Matthew Whitmore

Senior Librarians –

Aimee and Natalie Taylor

Librarians –

Thomas Bate, Robyn Griffin-McLean,
Richard Kester, Connor Knight, Lucy Lambert,
Jake Squires, Lydia Turner and Daniel Webster

Vocabulary Focus
This half term we have been focussing on vocabulary as this is such an important factor in improving reading. We have been
encouraging students to look up new words when they come across them in their books and also to take vocabulary quizzes where
available. This half term’s tutor competition has also been based on this.

Christmas Present Tombola
We recently held a Christmas Present Tombola in the library to enable students to win presents for their families, at the same time as
raising money for an author visit in March. It was very well supported and we raised an impressive £80.00.
Look out for details of our author visit in the coming months.

A Merry Christmas to everyone from the library team.

Fascinating Facts - Subject: Spanish
Drama News
.
Many English words have been
adapted to Spanish in the
20th Century.
For instance, fútbol (football),
suéter (sweater), pulover
(pullover), and overol (overall).

The students have been
working hard this half
term to develop their
confidence and improve
their performance skills.
Year 7 have been working
on scripted Pantomime
performances, Year 8 have
devised and developed
their own horror plays and
Year 9 have been honing
their characterisation skills
by performing
monologues.

Year 7 News

As we approach the Christmas holidays it is incredible to think that our Year 7 students have been with us for one
entire term already. The large majority have settled in well and working hard to make the progress that they are
capable of. A small minority, however, need to ensure that they apply themselves more fully to ensure that they
achieve their potential. Attendance remains a priority for the whole school and it is pleasing to note that at the
time of writing 38 students have 100% attendance for the year so far. Hopefully they can maintain their
attendance record long into the new year. 7JM are currently the leading Tutor Group although others
are now hot on their heels, maybe they can catch them by February half term.

Students have also discussed the #BEKIND initiative that we have launched in school. Students are encouraged to celebrate diversity
rather than using it as a way to divide. This anti-bullying focus has been introduced in assemblies and tutor group activities and will
hopefully make our community a supportive and happy environment to be a part of.
Students have had a number of visitors in school as part of the PSHE programme. These
have focused on the skills needed as they start a new school but also at their career
aspirations to ensure that they maintain a real focus on the things that that are important to
them as they move through the school.
Many Year 7s have fully immersed themselves in
school life and many of them are important and
reliable members of a number of clubs and activities
including Rock Challenge, History Club, and a range of
sporting activities. Particular congratulations to the
Year 7 football team who made it to the Finals
Tournament of the Southampton Schools Indoor
Football Competition, a real achievement.
Hopefully students and their families will have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and return to school in January ready for the
challenges ahead.

Music News
In music this term we have been continuing with our exciting new homework system but with a festive
twist. Pupils were challenged to create a musical product based on a Christmas or winter theme. We had
some fantastic submissions from Key Stage 3 last half term which showed real creativity. These included
stop-motion animations set to music, mobile phone bands, hand built instruments and a variety of musical
performances. This half term’s homework is due in by the end of term (just a reminder!). For any students
who do not celebrate Christmas the suggested theme was peace and harmony or no direct theme if preferred.
Below are some suggested themes if your child struggles to find a starting idea:


Homemade instruments



Research projects



Vocal and instrumental performances



Pop videos



Song lyrics and beat-poetry



Music made using apps and software

Moving into the new year, I would encourage you to explore the half termly projects with your children and help us create some
amazing pieces of work! Pupils can also opt to join a club or learn an instrument in place of the project. This is to encourage them to
participate in extra curricular music making.
Elsewhere in Music, we have been rehearsing Christmas hits for the presentation assembly
performances with More Than Words (the band/choir) and working hard on some great
Radio Woodlands podcasts. Free lessons in guitar, drums and keyboards are still available
too!

Key Stage 4 music students have created some excellent coursework in their first unit of
work and have worked very hard. Some students have struggled to meet deadlines and may
need some extra encouragement at home to ensure they do not have these issues in the
new year. Mr Bellman has created a fantastic online revision library stacked full of resources,
quiz activities, glossaries and exam materials which your child can access by signing into their
school Google Classroom account from home. They can access this material on their phone,
tablet, laptop, PC or at school. It would be fantastic if they could look at these over the
holiday period amidst all the celebrations!
Have a very Merry Christmas!

Year 9 News

The Year 9 students have been working really hard this term. The vision around them has been marginal gains. How the smallest
changes make the biggest impacts. Many of the students have started to encompass this in their daily routine such as trying to have
the right equipment for school or making sure they are on time for lessons.

The Year 9 students have also been focusing on careers and future plans. They have had Barclays Life Skills deliver sessions to them in
which they looked at how to get to their career paths. The students also went on a trip to the Civic Centre at which they looked at
future careers. Some of our students also went on an additional trip in which they visited a university. The discussion of careers has
inspired many of our students who have told me about future plans to become lawyers, beauticians and midwives.
Some of our Year 9 girls have also been attending No Limits sessions on Friday afternoons
in which they learnt all about health and well-being. This will swap over to Year 9 boys
after Christmas. The girls who have taken part in these sessions have found them really
insightful.

Our Year 9 student of the term is Connie Jones for being helpful to other students and staff as well as being an active
member of the Student Council.
When we return in January the Year 9 students will be carrying on their first year of GCSE and trying their upmost to be the best that
they can.

What to do: advice
on childhood
illnesses

What it’s called

1. Your child can go
to school but may
need treatments as
shown

What it’s like

2. Can be spread to
other children. Some
restrictions for
attending school

Going
to
school

3 Your child cannot
go to school –
contact your GP. See
advice below for
when they can return

More advice

Rash begins as small, red flat spots that
develop into itchy fluid-filled blisters

Back to school 5 days after the onset of the rash

Common cold

Runny nose, sneezing, sore throat

Children should be given paracetamol, plenty of
fluids to drink and can be sent to school.
Ensure good hand hygiene – dispose of tissues and
regularly wash hand with soap and water*

Conjunctivitis

Teary, red, itchy, painful eyes

Treatment is not usually required. Try not to touch
eye to avoid spreading

Chicken Pox

Flu

Glandular Fever

Hand, Foot and
Mouth disease

Head Lice
Impetigo

Measles

Ringworm

Scabies

Scarlet fever / strep
throat
Shingles

Fever, cough, sneezing, runny nose,
headache, body aches and pain,
exhaustion, sore throat
High temperature, sore throat (usually
more painful than any before) and swollen
glands
Fever, sore throat, headache, small painful
blisters inside the mouth and on tongue
and gums (may also appear on hands and
feet)
Itchy scalp (may be worse at night)
Clusters of red bumps or blisters
surrounded by area of redness
Fever, cough, runny nose, and watery
inflamed eyes. Small red spots with white
or bluish white centres in the mouth, red
blotchy rash
Red ring shaped rash, may be itchy rash,
may be dry and scaly or wet and crusty
Intense itching, pimple-like rash. Itching
and rash may be all over the body but is
commonly between the fingers, wrists,
elbows and arms
Severe sore throat and painful glands in
neck. No runny nose or cough. Associated
with sandpaper-like pink/red rash in
scarlet fever.
Pain, itching, or tingling along the affected
nerve pathway. Blister type rash.

Sickness
bug/diarrhoea

Stomach cramps, nausea, vomiting and
diarrhoea

Threadworms

Intense itchiness around the anus

Mild tonsillitis

Sore throat associated with runny nose or
cough

Please visit the following websites for more information:
http://www.what0-18.nhs.uk/parents-and-carers/should-yourchild-go-school-today/
http://www.what0-18.nhs.uk/parents-and-carers/worried-yourchild-unwell/
This information is a guide and has been checked by health professionals,
however if you are unsure about your child’s wellbeing we recommend
you contact your pharmacy or GP to check

Children should go back to school when recovered this is usually about five days
Ensure good hand hygiene*
Child needs to be well enough to concentrate at
school
Children can go to school with hand, foot and mouth
disease
Treat child and all other family members by wet
combing with a nit comb and conditioner
See GP. Back to school when the lesions crust over or
48 hours after the start of antibiotics
Contact your GP (by phone initially) if you think that
your child might have measles. Back to school 4 days
from on-set of rash
See pharmacist for advice about treatment.
See pharmacist for advice about treatment. Back to
school after first treatment

See G.P. Return to school 24 hours after starting
antibiotics
Only stay off school if rash is weeping and not
covered
Return to school 48 hours after the last episode of
diarrhoea or vomiting. See G.P if they appear to be
getting dehydrated (passing little urine or becoming
lethargic)
Get treatment from local pharmacy or GP. Everyone
at home should be treated
See G.P if they are not starting to improve or fever
persists for more than 5 days

Maths News

On November 23rd, the Maths department celebrated Fibonacci Day. Fibonacci is
famous for discovering a sequence of numbers which starts:
1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, …
Can you spot the pattern?
Fibonacci numbers can be found in many places in nature, for example, the number of petals on a flower or the number of segments in
a fruit. The Fibonacci numbers can also be used to create a Golden Spiral, which can be seen in nature, for instance in the shape of a
human ear or a chameleon’s tail.
Key Stage 3 learned about Fibonacci and his sequence and then created their own Fibonacci spirals and Fibonacci bugs which were
based on circles with radii which followed the Fibonacci sequence.

A group of Year 8 pupils are still grappling with the University of Southampton Cipher Challenge. They have just completed the 9th
challenge and there is just one more to go. The challenges have been getting increasingly complicated and the pupils have had to learn
about a variety of ciphers including the Caesar Shift, substitution ciphers and the Vigenѐre Cipher. They will find out their final position
on the leader board in the New Year.
At the end of this term we will be hosting the Year 6 Primary Maths Challenge. These events are proving to be increasingly popular
with new schools entering each time. We have eight teams competing this time and we will publish the results in the next newsletter.
A reminder that pupils at Woodlands will continue to receive Maths homework every week this year. They will need to hand in their
homework on the same day every week:

Year 7 – Monday
Year 8 – Monday
Year 9 – Monday
Year 10 – Monday
Year 11 – Friday
Year 11 have been working hard during the mock exams and we hope that they have found the process useful. Although they are
probably looking forward to a well-deserved break over the holidays, they should remember that just a little bit of Maths every day is
the best way to keep their mathematical skills honed. If your child has not yet got a revision guide, it would be well worth them
acquiring one soon.
GCSE revision guides can be purchased directly from the Maths department at a cost of £2.50 each. We are selling Revision Guides,
Exam Question Workbooks and Workbooks. If your child is interested in purchasing a revision guide, please direct them to their Maths
teacher who will advise them as to which will be most suitable. Please also encourage Year 11 pupils to sign up to the Maths Google
Classroom. They will find lots of useful revision materials here as well as being able to use it to get help with their studies outside of
normal school hours.

Christmas Maths puzzle: Noel and Merrie received some Christmas presents. The number of
presents Noel received was a power of 3. The number of presents Merrie received was a power of 2.
The number of Christmas presents they received were consecutive numbers.
How many presents did they receive?
We will publish the solution in the next newsletter.

PE News

Year 7 Boys Indoor Football
Over the past few weeks, the Year 7 boys’ indoor football team have been training hard for the Southampton Schools Indoor Football
Tournament consisting of a qualifying group stage, followed by a finals tournament.
During the qualifying group stage Woodlands started off extremely well by beating the likes of Wildern, St Mary’s
and Oasis Sholing, showing fantastic resilience in all the games. The team managed to finish 2 nd overall in the
preliminary group round securing a place in the Finals Tournament. A special mention to Sol Mazi who was
the tournament’s top goal scorer with 5 goals!
The finals tournament was held here at Woodlands against Oasis Mayfield, Oasis Lordshill and Bitterne Park.
Woodlands’ first game was against Bitterne Park and saw Woodlands take a 2-0 lead through Jamie Cole keeping
his cool whilst taking two penalties. Bitterne Park managed to pull one back but could not manage to score a
second, thanks to Stewart Hawkins acrobatic goalkeeping skills in the final seconds, leaving the final score 2-1 to Woodlands.
Woodlands went into their second game against Oasis Mayfield full of confidence but came up short losing 4-1, with Sol Mazi scoring a
consolation goal near the end.
The team did not reflect too much on this loss and went out with real resilience, determination and ambition to try to win their final
game. The last game was against Oasis Lordshill and was an absolute nail biter with both teams unwilling to let the other score. Kieran
Gray and Brooklyn Diaper were fantastic in defence, working their socks off to stop Oasis Lordshill from scoring at all cost!
Unfortunately with virtually the last kick of the game, Oasis Lordshill managed to score through a deflected shot.
Although the boys were disappointed to lose their last game they actually finished 3 rd in the tournament, meaning that Woodlands
came 3rd out of the 11 Southampton schools who initially entered, which is a great achievement. They should be extremely proud of
themselves.

Solent University Leadership Programme
Year 8 pupils have successfully completed a 4 week Leadership Programme running alongside Solent University. The programme
assists the delivery of Primary Competitions for local city schools and has been hosted at Woodlands Community College. The Year 8
pupils ran sporting stations, helped with the delivery of the sessions, led individual activities and acted as role models to the primary
pupils in attendance. Our pupils will continue this leadership programme after Christmas. Well done to all involved.

The students involved were:
Harrison Ballard
Nicole Ballard
Davi Neri De Paula
Lily Gilbert
Robyn Griffin-McLean
Lewis Moore
Jake Squires

Year 8 News

The Year 8s have shown great resilience in getting through the longest half term of the year and have
seen the introduction of the Tutor Championship to continue with the year group moto of TEAM
(Together Everyone Achieves More). This has seen tutor groups competing against each other to earn
points for their collective attendance and stamps. The number of Year 8 Legends are continuing to grow
with more and more legendary actions being shown by pupils who go above and beyond the norm in
supporting our school community.
The term has also given a select group of Year 8s the chance to show off their leadership skills, taking part in Primary Leadership for
Southampton Solent University where there was nothing but praise for those that took part. It has also seen the whole year group
having a chance to reflect upon their personal strengths during Barclays Life Skills sessions, skills that will stand them in good stead for
personal employment.
It will all culminate in the Rewards Assembly at the end of term where the achievements and positivity of Year 8 over this half term will
be recognised before breaking up for the festivities to begin.

Teaching & Learning at Woodlands
This term has seen a marked shift in teaching and learning at Woodlands. To
evaluate the success of the new strategies and foci we invited external
visitors to help us gauge the impact of what we have been doing.
Staff have worked extremely hard to improve the quality of learning
experiences for students, particularly focusing on the level of challenge
learners are expected to engage with. Teachers’ efforts have resulted in
significant improvements in each of the eight strands of The Woodlands Way:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Engaging starts to lessons
Challenge
Clear learning journey
Differentiation by starting point supporting pupils
High quality questioning
Assessing misconceptions and intervening
Assessment and guidance
Progress for all pupils

The improvements that the Senior Leadership Team and external visitors have seen is further supported by our Student Voice, with
students commenting on the increased challenge in lessons and the usefulness of retrieval and recall of knowledge at the start of
lessons.
Areas of focus for next term will be around differentiation so that all students are supported to access and engage with the increased
levels of challenge in lessons. There will also continue to be an increased emphasis on students being more independent and taking
responsibility for their learning rather than simply sitting and listening to teachers. This already has significantly decreased, however,
we want to continue to prepare our students to be successful independent learners so that they are ‘college ready’ by the time they
graduate from Woodlands.
To support, celebrate and further develop teaching pedagogy, Mrs O’Leary (Lead Practitioner and
Maths teacher) has published the first Woodlands T&L Bulletin. This is available on our website
and social media.
In addition Mr Pearce (Lead Practitioner and Maths teacher) has launched the T&L Woodlands
Twitter account (@woodlands_tandl). Please follow and tweet and re-tweet!

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to say farewell and thank all of the students and
colleagues at Woodlands for an unforgettable time, Woodlands is an incredibly special place and
I am so sad to be leaving. I am moving to Bristol where new challenges await. I have loved being
an Assistant Head Teacher at Woodlands and I will miss the school and everyone in it dearly.

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT WORKER
We are looking for:
A self-starter with a passion for empowering young people and giving them a voice.
SO18 Big Local is a Big Lottery Funded Project working in parts of
Townhill Park, Midanbury and Harefield in Southampton,
enabling local people to make a lasting difference to their area.
We wish to recruit a Youth Development Worker to develop new youth work in
Townhill Park, and to sustain and build on work in Harefield.
Do you have the skills and ability to build relationships with young people?
Do you have knowledge and skills of detached and project Youth Work?
Do you have the commitment to involve young people in decision making?
If so, get in touch to find out more.
Hours: 16 hours per week.
Salary: £20,541 - £23,111 pro rata. (£10.65 - £11.98 per hour)

For further information and an application pack email: bhancock@twics.org.uk
For an informal chat contact:
Iane or Barbara at TWICS on 02380 671111
This is a re-advertisement.
Revised Closing date: Monday 14th January 2019

www.so18biglocal.org.uk
SO18 Big Local works with
TWICS
Charity number 1085977

Woodlands Community College
The New School Day
Effective from Monday, 7th January 2019

Breakfast Club and Library open – 8:00am

Period 1 – 8:30am – 9:35am (including registration)
Period 2 – 9:35am – 10:35am

Break – 10:35am – 10:55am

Period 3 – 10:55am – 11:55am
Period 4 – 11:55am – 12:55pm

Lunch – 12:55pm – 1:25pm

Tutor time – 1:25pm – 1:50pm

Period 5 – 1:50pm – 2:50pm

Homework Club – 2:50pm – 3:50pm

